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Dr. Debbie K. Jackson, Associate Professor in the College of Education and Human Services 
at Cleveland State University, currently serves as the Network Leader for the Metropolitan 
Cleveland Consortium for STEM Regional Ohio STEM Learning Network Hub and Co-
Director of the Center for Innovation in STEM Education. Along with her extensive 
experience in curriculum redesign for teacher education programs and STEM education, 
she teaches and supervises students in the Adolescent/Young Adult program for 
mathematics and science teachers. 

Neal Strausbaugh is currently the Assistant Crew Chief for the U.S. Army Top Fuel 
Dragster driven by seven-time champion Tony Schumacher. He is responsible for day-to-
day supervision of all team activities at the direction of the Crew Chief and assists with 
tune-up. Additionally, he directs pre-race and post-race pit work, manages parts 
inventory, orders parts and supplies, and oversees team travel and personnel scheduling.

As a leader in innovation, a U.S. Army Soldier Hero will join panelists on stage to discuss 
the importance of STEM in the professional and academic sectors. The Soldier Hero, 

selected for their leadership, honorable achievements and scientific background in the 
U.S. Army, will speak to the value of a STEM education, provide insight on the U.S. Army’s 

cutting-edge technology and careers and discuss scholarship opportunities available to 
students after graduation.
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Thanks to our sponsors for their support.

Dr. Christal Sheppard joined the USPTO in 2015 as Director of the Midwest Regional 
USPTO in Detroit. Prior to joining the USPTO she was an assistant professor of law at 

the University of Nebraska, where she co-founded a program of Concentrated Study in 
Intellectual Property law at the Law College. Dr. Sheppard has a M.S. and Ph.D. in 

Cellular and Molecular Biology from the University of Michigan and a J.D. from Cornell 
University Law School.


