
Brad Mason is currently the Assistant Crew Chief for the Matco Tools/U.S. Army 
Top Fuel Dragster driven by 2012 NHRA world champion Antron Brown. He has 
been with the team since 2008 and helped set the current NHRA Top Fuel 
elapsed time record of 3.701 seconds during a race in 2012.

As a leader in innovation, a U.S. Army Soldier Hero will join panelists on stage to 
discuss the importance of STEM in the professional and academic sectors. The 
Soldier Hero, selected for their leadership, honorable achievements and scientific 
background in the U.S. Army, will speak to the value of a STEM education, 
provide insight on the U.S. Army’s cutting-edge technology and careers and 
discuss scholarship opportunities available to students after graduation.

MOTIVATE. EMPOWER. INSPIRE. 

Dr. Carolyn Nichol, the Director of the Rice University Office of STEM 
Engagement, Faculty Fellow in Chemistry, and Education Director for the NSF 
NanoEnabled Water Treatment Engineering Center is working to improve STEM 
education by providing innovative high quality learning experiences that develop 
STEM graduates who are creative leaders in a globally connected, innovation 
driven economy. Prior to joining Rice University in 2002, she worked at 
Boehringer Ingelheim and she was an Assistant Professor in Diagnostic 
Radiology at UT MD Anderson Cancer Center. She received her B.S. in chemical 
engineering from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, her doctorate in 
chemical engineering from the University of Texas (UT) at Austin, and served as a 
postdoctoral fellow in the College of Pharmacy at UT Austin. 
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